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even goes so far as to base the birth of Christianity
upon sin and evil. Without these two roots,
Christianity, he says, would not have lived. And
since evil remains the eternal attribute of man,
only suicide could deliver us. Bahnsen and his
co-religionists preach the benefits of suicide for
the help of others.

IX. I have never understood why we speak
of the serenity of the Greek religion. Its concep-
tions of death, and its threats in regard to souls
in torment, appear inhuman. They lack beauty
and proportion. If the ancients did not suffer
too keenly from them, it is because their minds,
still young, less trained, had more resistance than
ours. After all, we know less of their life than we
know of the life of our country neighbours. Yet
let us admit that the-ideas of their dramatists and
their historians are deeply tinctured by appre-
hensions of a cruel and unjust fate.

The gods laugh at the arrogant man, says ^Es-
chylus. ^ Cassandra laments over human affairs,
for if they prosper, a shadow annihilates them.
The gods are evil by nature; they envy man and
mankind. The chorus of Antigone wails: "There
is no way for mortals to elude the misfortunes of
destiny." Sophocles has given utterance to some
thoughts which are worthy of the most bitter